
First Class Lashings
Requirements 3a-3d 



Knots vs Lashings

Knots are used for tying two ropes together or one rope on itself, where as 
lashings are for tying a rope to a pole or tying two or more poles together, for the 
construction of structures or tools. Most lashings require the use of a hitch. 



The Use of Lashings
Lashings can be used to provide support and a join two or more logs, shafts, or 
poles. Lashings can come in a variety of shapes and styles and can be used for a 
variety of different functions. 



Common Lashings

Square Lashing

Diagonal Lashing
Shear Lashing

Timber Hitch
Clove Hitch



Timber Hitch
Animated knots link -
https://www.animatedknots.com/ti
mber-hitch-knot

The timber hitch is for attaching 
one rope to a round object like a 
log. The timber hitch is important 
for applying pressure to a log to 
allow it to be dragged.

https://www.animatedknots.com/timber-hitch-knot


Clove Hitch
Animated Knots link -
https://www.animatedknots.com/clove-hitch-
knot-rope-end

The clove hitch is used for tying a rope to a 
round object like a log and is especially useful 
for starting and ending most lashings such as 
the square lashing and the shear lashing. 

https://www.animatedknots.com/clove-hitch-knot-rope-end


Square Lashing
Animated Knots Link -
https://www.animatedknots.com/squ
are-lashing-knot

The square lashing is used for 
joining two poles at a 90º angle. 
The square lashing is one of the 
more commonly used lashings in 
building due to its angle.

https://www.animatedknots.com/square-lashing-knot


Diagonal Lashing
Animated Knots Link -
https://www.animatedknots.com/diago
nal-lashing-knot

The diagonal lashing is similar to the 
square lashing but does not have the 
same angles and is started with a 
timber hitch. This lashing is commonly 
used for support.

https://www.animatedknots.com/diagonal-lashing-knot


Shear Lashing
Animated Knots Link -
https://www.animatedknots.com/shea
r-lashing-knot

The shear lashing is used to join two 
poles end to end to make a longer 
pole. We used a series of shear 
lashings to create the 30 foot tall 
flagpole that we had a scout quest 
two years ago.

https://www.animatedknots.com/shear-lashing-knot


Camp Tool Project
Over the next two weeks please create a useful 
camp gadget using lashings. You have the 
freedom to choose what you would like to make 
however it must include at least three lashings. At 
least one of those lashings needs to be one that 
we learned tonight. If you do not have adequate 
supplies  to complete this project talk to Mr. L. 
This picture is of a later that Logan Boyer created 
using a series of square lashings. Have fun and 
be creative!



Requirements for Credit
Please tie all lashings and hitches in this PowerPoint and your camp gadget. 
Then take a picture of all of your hitches and lashes. Send those pictures to Mr. L 
or Mr. DL at Keith@lichtenwalnerfamily.com or Dale@lichtenwalnerfamily.com. 
Lashings and hitches are due by next Tuesday 5/19 and the camp gadget is due 
in two weeks by Tuesday 5/26. 

http://lichtenwalnerfamily.com
http://lichtenwalnerfamily.com

